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Services on Sunday
Cassington celebrates 900 years
Help needed at St Leonard’s
Musicians meeting - 15th January

A message from Duncan
Happy New Year to you all!
I do hope you have enjoyed some lovely times during the Christmas Season.
I know so many have been afflicted with the flu bug going round, and other
trials, but it is helpful to take time every year to celebrate the momentous
incarnation and all the good things our loving God has given us. We have so
much to be thankful for.
As we enter a new year our minds move towards hopes and aspirations for
2023. 2022 may have left us a little jaded and sceptical. Not all of us are all
that keen on new year resolutions, but perhaps this year more of us will forgo
our usual rituals and resign ourselves to a sense of “do we have to do this all
again?’ In recent years some of us, largely prompted by Nick, have
considered broad themes of intent or interest to focus our thinking as we
encounter the fresh, clean squares of our calendar. Perhaps this saves us
from inevitable failure and, particularly this year, gives us a star to steer by in
uncertain times. There is almost nothing we can control in life, but we can
decide what we turn our mind to, the emphasis we prioritise.
For myself, I know my theme will be something about people, or rather
persons. The latter is a little clumsy but allows me to include Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Our relationships are the most significant area of our lives. Other
people are the greatest treasure we have. We all know this yet the structure
of our lives, individual and corporate, often fail to acknowledge this; in fact,

our routines and activities often mitigate against it. Even in the life of our
church, our habits and rituals can keep us at a distance from one another
rather than facilitate the deepening of open and real fellowship. Strategies
and visions, important as they are, will be forgotten unless they facilitate an
enriching of relationships with each other and our neighbours around us.
Even as I write this I realise that this is just another way of saying it's all about
love. But love can so often remain abstract and general. Love begins with the
God who actually made us and the people who are in front of us right now - in
this present moment. The Warm Welcome Cafe at St.Leonards and the
Cassington Cafe relaunch have reminded me of this priority and are great
opportunities to put this into practice.
Whatever the year holds for us, and whatever resolution or theme you
embrace, I will be praying that we each have a mind to draw closer to God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and an opportunity to grow in our likeness to
Jesus. Then we will be able to be a blessing to each other and to the world.
Grace, peace and love to you all in this new year,
Duncan
SERVICES ON SUNDAY
Sunday 8th January
9am Holy Communion at St Leonard’s
Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12
10.30am Morning Worship at St Leonard’s and live streamed on this link.
Readings: Ephesians 3:1-10; Matthew 2:1-12
11.00am 900th Anniversary Celebration Service at St Peter’s
Readings: Matthew 16:13-19; Isaiah 42:1-9

NEXT WEEK
Monday 9th January
Bump to One meet on Monday from 10.30am to 12.00 noon in St Leonard's
Walkie Talkies meet from 10.00am to 11.30am on Mondays (Term time) in
the Church Hall.
Tuesday 10th January
The funeral of the late Patricia Hyde will be held at St Leonard’s church at
1.30pm on Tuesday 10th January.
Tinies and Toddlers meet in Cassington Village Hall from 1.30pm to 3.00pm
on Tuesdays during term time.
Tuesday Fellowship We start our meetings again next Tuesday 10th in the
Church Hall (hopefully) beginning at 2.30 p.m. Our speaker, Keith Jones, will
be talking to us about Brother Lawrence and what we can learn from his life.
Why not come and give us a try? Gill Sinfield
Wednesday 11th January
Warm Welcome Wednesday, 10.30am - 12.00 noon in St Leonard’s church

NEXT SUNDAY - 15th January
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s
10.30am Morning Worship at St Leonard’s

Looking further ahead:
The funeral of the late Cissy Seeney will be held at St Leonard’s church at
1pm on Wednesday 18th January.
The funeral of the late Marie Evans will be held at St Leonard’s church at
11am on Friday 20th January.
The funeral of the late Minnie Winstone will be held at St Peter’s church at
1pm on Monday 23rd January.

MONTHLY SUNDAY SERVICES - Click here to see a summary of the
monthly Sunday services at St Leonard’s and St Peter’s.

www.stleonardseynsham.org.uk |
Youtube channel | facebook page

www.stpeterschurchcassington.org

CASSINGTON CELEBRATES 900 YEARS
Come and join the launch - all welcome
Sunday 8th January 2023
with Special Guests from 900 years ago, some on horses!
(weather permitting)

11.00 am - Celebration service at St Peter’s with Bishop Gavin
and St Peter’s School choir
12.15 - Lunch for St Peter’s School children and parents plus Church
family in the Village Hall

|

2.00 pm - Unveiling the art spectacular in the Church
by St Peter’s School
2.00 - 4.30 pm - Open house refreshments in the Village Hall and Church
Cakes, cream teas, buns, nibbles, drinks

Look out for Cassington Celebrates 900 years leaflets which are now
available in both churches.

NEW YEAR - NEW OPPORTUNITIES
Are you up for a new challenge or a new opportunity to serve our St
Leonard’s church community this year? Most of the church teams are in real
need of new volunteers so whether you are young or old, introvert or
extrovert, are musical, love children, or are quite good with tech there is a role
for you. You don’t have to have been here for years either, recent newcomers
are as welcome as old hands.
Most teams work on a rota basis so the weekly commitment is not huge but
it's true to say that each volunteer is essential to the well running of our
church. There is a privilege in serving each other and working together.
All teams offer training and support for newcomers. If you are interested in
finding out more about what we do here is who to contact:
To help with

Contact

Children's work

Rabea Meango( rabea.meango@yahoo.de)

Youth Work

Jonathan Marks (jonathan@marks.org.uk )

Music

Margaret Thornton (margaret@2cp.uk)

PA (sound)

Margaret Thornton (margaret@2cp.uk)

AV (visuals/livesteam) Margaret Thornton (margaret@2cp.uk)

Stewards/Welcomers

Ruth Lockwood (ruthalockwood@gmail.com )

Cleaners

Carol McAree (caroleandthemcarees@hotmail.co.uk )

Refreshments team

Janet Haskett (janethaskett1@gmail.com )

Reading or Praying
at services

Louise Parker (stleonards_stpeters@btconnect.com )

Preaching or Leading
services

Duncan Fraser (vicarslp@gmail.com )

One off events

Margaret Thornton (margaret@2cp.uk)

Musicians Meeting 15th January
We are privileged to have some great musicians helping to lead our services
at Church. With several of our key musicians either stepping back or moving
away, we need to re think and restructure our music. If you are involved in
music in church in any way, or if you want to be involved going forward then
please come to a meeting led by Duncan on Sunday 15th January at 2 Clover
Place Eynsham 4-6pm. For more information, or if you are interested but not
free to come to the meeting, please contact Margaret Thornton

The Filling Station Witney - Tuesday 10th
January 2023 at the Batt School, Witney.
Refreshments from 7.15pm. Speaker Joanna
Watson, author of Light Through the Cracks.

Please pray for:
● Ben and healing for his mental health.
● Scarlett’s recovery from long Covid.
To add names to the prayer list, please contact the Church Office
(stleonards_stpeters@btconnect.com) Names will be added to the list by
express permission, and only first names will be published.

